22851-POOlUS 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: ^ 

^n^^^j^r;^''^^ [ . Anfethod for processing import/export transactions over a network/^mprising the 

^-2 Y stepj/of: / 

""^^ inputting invoice data associated with an import/export tr^mction at a firs t terminal 

4 / coupled to the network, wherein the invoice data includes a nrnducLidentifi^ a 

i~^.y^ product to be transported in the import/export transaction; 

M 6 transferring the invoice data from the first temiinal to a server hosting a database of 

'"4 7 product identifiers and tariff classification information particular to each of the product 

r= 8 identifiers; / 

% \ 9 matching the product identifi^i^entifying the product to the product identifiers in the 

'_10 database; and / 

ij| 1 outputting a data r^rd in response to the matching step, wherein the data record 

\x\ 2 includes tariff classification information associated with the product identifier identifying the 

■S3 product. / 

1 2. Thjgr method as recited in claim 1, wherein the step of outputting the data record 

2 includes the step of e-mailing the data record to a second terminal coupled to the network. 
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3. The method as recited ii claim 1, wherein the step of outputting the data record 
includes the step of downloading |he data record to a second^terminal coupled to the network. 



4. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the step of outputting the data record 
includes the step of printing th'e data record. 



5 . The method as recited i i claim 3 , wherein the data record is downloaded in response 
to access of the data record in the server by a second terminal using a web browser. 



6 . The method as recited 
of: 

electronically transm 

7. The method as recite 
the step of inputting the invc 



8. The method as recited 



i 1 claim 1 , wherein the inputting step further comprises the step 

tting the invoice data from the first terminal to the server. 

in claim 1, wherein the inputting step further comprises 
ice data into a web site associated with the database. 



in claim 1, further comprising the step of 
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updating the database from a tjiird terminal coupled to the network. 
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9. The method as recitejKn claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

recording results;rfthe matching step into a transaction datab ase hosted by the server. 
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10. A system for processing import/export transactions over a networfc, comprising: 
means for inputting invoice data associated with an import/expofra-ansaction at a first 

terminal coupled to the network, wherein the invoice data incharaes a product identifier 
identifying a product to be transported in the import/exporttransaction; 

means for transferring the invoice data from thmnst terminal to a server hosting a 
databaseof product identifiers and tariff classific^n information particular to each of the 
product identifiers; 

means for matching the producj/^entifiers identifying the product to the product 
identifiers in the database; and X 

means for outputting a drfta record in respons e to the matching of the product identifier 
identifying the product totne product identifiers in the database, wherein the data record 
includes tarifFclassifi^ion information associated with the product identifiers identifying the 
product. X 

1 1 . Tfie system as recited in claim 1 0, wherein the outputting means includes a means for 
e-mailing the data record to a second terminal coupled to the network. 
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12. The s y stem as recited in cl aim 1 0, wherein the outputting means includes a means for 



downloading the data record to 



ii second terminal coupled to the network. 



1 3 . The system as recited in clpim 1 0, wherein the outputting means includes a means for 
printing the data record. 

1 4, The system as recited in c aim 1 2, wherein the data record is downloaded in response 



to access of the data record in the 
the network is the Internet. 



f erver by the second terminal using aweb browser, wherein 



15. The system as recited i i claim 10, wherein the inputting means further comprises: 
means for electronically ti ansmittingthe invoice data from the first terminal to the server. 



1 6 . The system as recited in 
for inputting the invoice data 



aim 1 0, wherein the inputting means further comprises means 
into a web site associated with the database. 



17. The system as recited 



in claim 10, further comprising: 



-23 - 




m 

H 
-111 

=i= 
m 
111 

a 
m 

ill 
m 
1=1 



-24- 



22851 -POO 1 us 



1 9. A system for processing import/export transactions over the Internet, comprising: 
a server, coupled to the Internet, hosting a database of product identifiers and 

corresponding import/export transaction information. 

a first computer, coupled ro the Internet, operable for uploading invoice data, containing 
at least one product identifier associated with an import/export item, to the server over the 
Internet; 

a program operable for /natching the at least one product identifier with a product 
identifier contained in the database of product identifiers and outputting a data record including 
import/export transaction infomfiation corresponding to the at least one product identifier, and 
a second computer, coi|ipled to the Internet, operable for accessing the data record 
over the Internet. 

20. The system as recited i 1 claim 19, wherein thefirstcomputeruploadstheinvoicedata 
via a web link associated with the server. 



2 1 . The system as recited 
record via web link between 



in claim 1 9, wherein the second computer accesses the data 
the second computer and the server. 
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22. The system as recited 
customs report for transmittal 



iln claim 19, wherein the data record is transformed into a 
to a customs entity. 



23. The system as recited in claim 19, further comprising: 



a program operable for 



updating the database. 
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24. A computer program product adaptable for storage on a^omputer readable medium 
and operable for processing an import/export transactioi/over the Internet, comprising; 

first programming steps operable for establishing first web page, accessible by a first 
us er at a first terminal coupled to the Internet using^eb brows er, that permits the first user 
to inputinvoice data associated with an impoit/^port transaction, wherein the invoice data 
includes a product identifier for a prodji« to be transported in the import/export transaction; 

second programming steps op^able for matching the product identifier included in the 
invoice data to a database of projiuct identifiers and corresponding tariff classifications resulting 
in an output of a data recon^tontaining a tariff classification matched with the product identifier 
identifying the produo: to be transported in the import/export transaction; and 

third programming steps operable for establishing a second web page, accessible by 
a second usei;^ a second terminal coupled to the Internet using a web browser, that permits 
the secopo user to output the data record through the second web page. 

25^ The computer program product as recited in claim 24, wherein the database is stored 
on a server coupled to the Internet. 
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26. The computer program product as recited in claim 24, further comprising: 

fourth programming steps operable for establishing athird web page, accessibleby a 
third user at a third terminal coupled to the Internet using a web browser, that perm its the third 
user to update the product identifiers and corresponding tariff classifications in the database. 
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